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James challenge: 1) deeper meditation 2) really get to know the Word [1:25] 

 

This morning we are going back to the basics of serving.  

Every Christian needs a place to grow, and… 

Every Christian needs a place to serve.  

 

Last week we looked at Hebrews 10 which indicates that we all need to be 

vitally connected to the body of Christ to encourage one another in our 

growth & godliness.  

� Hebrews 10: 24-25: “let us consider how to stimulate one another to 

love and good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling together as 

is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more 

as you see the day drawing near.” 

� Heb 3:12-13:“Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of 

you an evil unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God. But 

encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called 

“Today,” so that none of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of 

sin.” 

 

This morning I am going to emphasize our need to be vitally connected to the 

body of Christ for the purpose of serving Christ in one another. Let’s begin 

by answering a very basic question from a multitude of angles:  

 

Why should we serve?  

 

1. Jesus is our model as the ultimate servant-leader (John 13:3-17;  

Luke 22:27; Phil 2: 3-9). 

 

John 13:3-5, 12-17 ~ “Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all 

things into His hands, and that He had come forth from God, and 

was going back to God, 

4 rose from supper, and laid aside His garments; and taking a towel, 

He girded Himself about. 

5 Then He poured water into the basin, and began to wash the 

disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel with which He was 

girded….And so when He had washed their feet, and taken His 

garments, and reclined at the table again, He said to them, "Do you 

know what I have done to you? 

 13 "You call Me Teacher and Lord; and you are right, for so I am. 

 14 "If I then, the Lord and the Teacher, washed your feet, you also 

ought to wash one another's feet. 

15 "For I gave you an example that you also should do as I did to 

you.” 

 

If you are going to be a follower of Christ, you need to know that it 

will require servanthood. You can’t possibly imitate Jesus without 

serving God and others. Jesus’ whole life was guided by a pervasive 

attitude of servanthood.  

 

Luke recalls what Jesus said after he returned to the table at that 

memorable last supper: 

 

Luke 22:27 ~ “let him who is the greatest among you become as the 

youngest, and the leader as the servant. For who is greater, the one 

who reclines at the table, or the one who serves? Is it not the one 

who reclines at the table? But I am among you as the one who 

serves. 

 

2. Servanthood is at the heart of the gospel (Mark 10:45;             

Luke 22:27). 

 

Mark 10:45 ~ “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, 

but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” 

 

The epitome of servanthood is the cross. We are saved from the hell 

our sin deserves, by the servanthood of Jesus. And every person that 

has been saved from the looming day of judgment has been given a 

role to play in the most important mission this world will ever 

encounter. Yet how can we ever dream of effectively taking the hope 

of the gospel to the very people we live with and work with if it is 

not with the very spirit of servanthood in which the Savior Himself 

came? 

 



What in life could we possibly treasure more than Jesus Himself and 

His gospel? If we do, then servanthood should be among our greatest 

valuables.  

 

3. We are instructed to serve (Gal 5:13; Col 3:23-24; Rom 12:10-11). 

 

Gal 5:13 ~ “For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not 

turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love 

serve one another. 

 

The result that the gospel should have in your life is loving others by 

serving them. We are free to serve others because the Gospel has 

freed us from the bondage of our self-centeredness.  

 

Col 3:23-24 ~ “Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the 

Lord rather than for men; knowing that from the Lord you will 

receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you 

serve.” 

 

The key to genuine servanthood is not just signing up to volunteer at 

church or anywhere else. Genuine servanthood requires a servant’s 

heart—a heart attitude that is anchored on serving the Savior even 

though it’s by means of serving other people.  

 

Rom 12:10-11  ~ “Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give 

preference to one another in honor; not lagging behind in diligence, 

fervent in spirit, serving the Lord” 

 

Serving the Lord (whom we cannot see with physical eyes) is 

manifested in our serving each other by preferring each other in 

honor with devotion to brotherly love.  

 

Illus: There are many ways that my children can, and do, serve me. 

But the very best way is by how they treat each other with love, 

honor, and servanthood. For example, if our kids go to stay at their 

grandparent’s house, I tell them to honor Grandpa and Grandma, and 

the best way to honor their hosts is to honor each other.  And the 

same is true for the family of God.  

4. We grow as we serve (Eph 4:11-13). 

 

Eph 4:11-13 ~ “And He gave some as apostles, and some as 

prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and 

teachers,  

12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the 

building up of the body of Christ; 

13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of 

the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which 

belongs to the fullness of Christ….[vs. 16] from whom the whole 

body, being fitted and held together by that which every joint 

supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, 

causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love. 

 

The role of church leaders is equipping the saints to serve.  

The role of the saints is to serve so the body can mature.  

 

Serving not only helps you grow personally, but it also enables 

others to grow because we are members of the same body.  

 

We will not become a mature body of believers until we have 

matured in our service to one another because we each have a vital 

role to play in each other’s growth.  

 

Earlier I stated that every Christian needs a place to grow and every 

Christian needs a place to serve. You can serve without growing, but 

it’s not going to give you much joy. And you can grow, but if you 

don’t have a way of serving, your growth will be stifled.  

 

Illus: Food without exercise will leave you overweight and sluggish. 

Exercise without proper nutrition will leave you depleted and 

anemic. But Good nutrition and proper exercise builds strength.  

 

Serving is vital to growing and maturing.  

 

5. We have been gifted for service (I Peter 4:9-11). 

 

 



I Peter 4:9-11—“Be hospitable to one another without complaint. 

10 As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one 

another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 

11 Whoever speaks, let him speak, as it were, the utterances of God; 

whoever serves, let him do so as by the strength which God supplies; 

so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to 

whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Each and every one of us has a unique and vital role to play in the 

body of Christ because God has given each one of us a spiritual gift, 

which is our own personal way of extending God’s grace to the 

church and the world. And those gifts only find expression - they 

only release God’s grace - as we serve one another.  

 

Practical tips on discovering gifts: 

� Pray for God to show you. 

� Get involved in ministry. Gifts surface when serving. 

� Ask 2 other godly people to pray and watch with you.  

� Contact a pastor (email church office) if you need more info 

on gifts. 

 

6. Servanthood secures God’s blessing (John 13: 14-17; Heb 6:10; 

Rev 7:15; 22:3). 

 

In John 13, just after Jesus washed His disciples’ feet, He 

commanded them to follow His example by serving one another and 

said: “a slave is not greater than His master…if you know these 

things, you are blessed if you do them”  (13:16-17).  

 

Hebrews 6:10 is a wonderful promise of blessing to those who serve: 

“God is not unjust so as to forget your work and the love which you 

have shown toward His name in having ministered and in still 

ministering to the saints.”  

 

And in Rev 7 we have a preview of our ultimate inheritance of 

blessing where in heaven we will continue to serve Him day and 

night.  

 

7. Servanthood is critical to a believer’s identity (James 1:1;         

Phil 1:1; Rev 22:3; Acts 4:27-30).  

 

This is really important, and it’s found in the verses that we pay least 

attention to in the Bible like:  

 

James 1:1—“James, a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus 

Christ…”  

Phil 1:1—“Paul and Timothy, bond-servants of Christ Jesus, to all 

the saints in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi…” 

 

Rev 22:3 identifies the saints in heaven as servants: “And there shall 

no longer be any curse; and the throne of God and of the Lamb shall 

be in it, and His bond-servants shall serve Him 

 

As the church prayed in Acts 4, one of the most honoring titles they 

used of the Lord was “Your Holy Servant Jesus” (4:27, 30; see also 3:19)  

 

Every believer who identifies with Christ, or finds his identity in 

Christ, should be identified as a servant. The more a person’s 

influence grows as a Christian and the more leadership that he attains 

in the church, the more that he is to be identified as a servant. 

Because servanthood is essential to Christian maturity. You can’t 

imitate Christ without it.  

 

Do people identify you as a servant? Not just by what you do but 

the heart with which you do it?  

 

It’s been said that the general rule in the church is that 20% of the people do 

80% of the work. If you see yourself as one of those who is pulling 80% of 

the load, I want to say two things specifically to you:  

� Thank you so much for serving Christ and serving us even when you 

are tired and when it’s inconvenient simply because the grace of God 

is rich in your life. I am free to say, may God lavish His blessing and 

joy upon you, good and faithful servant.”  

� This message is not just for everyone else. Don’t misunderstand: If 

you are pulling 80% of the load, I’m not saying you should serve 



more. What I am saying is that there is a deeper issue at stake here. 

There is an incredible joylessness that can be found in serving 

without a servant’s heart.  

If anyone has ears to hear what the Spirit is saying through His word, there 

should be a remarkable increase in people serving at Trinity. But if that is the 

only response, we have missed the juggler vain. The goal is not for some to 

serve more so others can serve less. The goal is not even merely for everyone 

to serve. The goal is for everyone to attain a servant’s heart so that 

everything we touch is permeated with a spirit of servanthood. And when 

that happens we will pick up a lot of slack.  
 

The most important question is not how much am I serving, but is God 

sculpting in me a heart of servanthood?  
 

How do I sculpt a heart of servanthood?  
 

That’s a hard question for me to answer because God is the sculptor, and 

He’ll have to sculpt uniquely in each of our lives. But I believe we can see 

certain aspects of character in Christ that are necessary if God will make us 

like His Holy servant Jesus. Let me just point out some of these qualities in 

Phil 2, so that as God whittles and chisels away, you can see what He is 

shaping in you. 
 

Philippians 2:3-9: 
 

� Humility: “humility of mind” (vs. 3) indicates that we can make 

choices toward humility in how we speak, what we think, how 

we act, and how we drive. And certainly we can choose to pray 

for humility. Humility is essential to servanthood. 

� Selflessness: “do nothing from selfishness” (vs. 3). This requires 

dying to self.  

� Other-centeredness (passion for Christ; compassion for people): 

“do not merely look out for your own personal interests but also 

for the interest of others” (vs. 4). Servanthood is putting others 

ahead of ourselves.  

� Surrender: Relinquishing your “rights” to God for the good of 

others. “…Who although He existed in the form of God, did not 

regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied 

himself, taking the form of a bond-servant” (vs. 6-7). 

� Loyalty to God: “bond-servant” (vs. 7). This is a slave that has 

willingly bonded himself to his master for the rest of his life.  

� Willingness to be identified as a servant: “taking the form of a 

bondservant” (vs. 7). 

 Donald Whitney: “The reason some are unwilling to serve or 

unwilling to serve very long is that they don’t have servants’ 

hearts. They do the work of a servant on the outside but they 

don’t have servants’ hearts. Then when they are treated like 

servants—which inevitably happens to those who serve—they 

quit. Until you realize that every follower of the Servant is also 

called to be a servant, you’ll have difficulty serving, no matter 

where you try to serve in the church. Every ministry becomes 

mundane at times. Every ministry is underappreciated. Every 

ministry feels the sharp sting of criticism sooner or later. Every 

ministry sometimes seems barren of God’s blessing. And unless 

in these times you can fall back upon the call of God to be a 

servant, you will become disillusioned and eventually walk away 

from every place of service you ever fill.”
1
 

 

� Obedience over convenience: “He humbled Himself by 

becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross” 

(vs. 8). “Too many people have decided that they will serve in 

the church only occasionally and when its convenient.”
2
 Yet the 

church needs faithful, dependable servants who out of obedience 

to Christ will imitate Jesus in true servanthood. 

 

Not only are these characteristics essential to a servant’s heart, they are best 

developed when you are positioned in a place to serve. In other words, the 

best way to develop humility, selflessness, other-centeredness, surrender, and 

so on is by serving.  

 

So what’s the reward for a life of true servanthood?  

                                                           
1
 Whitney, Donald. Spiritual Disciplines within the Church: Participating fully in the 

body of Christ. Pg. 112. 
2
 Ibid., pg. 113.  



*Honor - the reward of God’s favor: “For this reason also, God 

highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the name which is above 

every name” (Phil 2:9).  

 

Diagnostic Questions for a Servant’s Heart:  

 

1. Is your church stronger because of you? 

2. Are you developing a servant’s heart?  

3. Do you serve consistently or conveniently? 

4. Are you investing the best years of your life in service?  

� If you are young, these are best years of your life (strength and 

vitality). 

� If you are elderly, these are the best years of your life (wisdom 

and experience) 

� If you are middle-aged, these are the best years of your life (both 

vitality and experience).  

 

2 Thess 3:13—“…brethren, do not grow weary of doing good.”  

 

Prayer: “Holy Spirit, we plead with you to sculpt within us a true 

heart of servanthood, for our blessing and Your glory, Amen.” 

 

 

Response Cards! 

 

 

We believe God is generous. He gives freely, fully, graciously and 

without measure. He is a giver, not a taker. Generosity means 

living our life with our hands open, generously giving away the 

time, talent, treasure God has so graciously entrusted to us.  

Generous living is about creating margin in our lives so we can 

give more of our lives away in Jesus name. 
 

If you are part of our church family and want to know more about 

how you can serve in one of these areas, simply check any/all areas 

that interest you.  We will make sure it gets to the right person and 

s/he will contact you. 

 

Name         
 

A Place to Serve 
 

“As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one 

another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God....For God is  

not unjust so as to forget your work and the love which you have 

shown toward His name, in having ministered and in still ministering 

to the saints.”  1 Pet. 4:10; Heb. 6:10 
 

 

   Outreach (FaithWorks)    Nursery 

 

   Youth Ministry     Usher 

 

   Intercessory Prayer Team    VBS 

 

   Children’s Church     Sound 

 

   Host/Hostess      AWANA 

 

   Communion Preparation    Worship 

 

   PowerPoint      Library 

 

   Small Group Leader     Fellowship/Hospitality 
 

   Administrative Council    Prayer Encourager 

 

   Sunday School Teacher/Substitute Teacher 

 

   Women’s Serving Groups (Meals) 
 

 


